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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 November 2006 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)[x] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



Examiner acknowledges response by applicants representative received 
11/10/06. 

The final office action has been withdrawn. An office action on the merits is 
presented below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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1. Claims 1-9, 1 1, 13-19, 21 & 23-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious 
over Richardson (424). 

Richardson discloses a Portable Writing Board Structure. 

Regarding claims 1,9, 16,21 &26 

Richardson teaches a system that has a body encased by trim, a base 
station with support members (see abstract and figure 4), a holder/fin (50), a 
board panel (10) locking members (32 and 34) disposed on the sides or trim of 
the panel (see col. 5, lines 41-60) and a rotatable/adjustable means or hinge 
(300 (see col. 6, lines 28-37). 

Regarding Claim 2 

Richardson fails to teach that his locking mechanism is a magnet. 
Magnets are however known in the art. They are known to be used as a means 
for securing. It would have been obvious to use a magnet as a means for 
securing/locking, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker 
in the art to select a known material on the basis of suitability for the intended 
use as a matter of obvious design. 
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Regarding Claim 3 

Richardson teaches a locking mechanism in one corner configured to attach 
to another panel (see col. 5, lines 41-60). 

Regarding claims 4-5, 13-14, 18 & 23 

Richardson teaches a holder/fin (50). 

Regarding Claims 6 & 17 

Richardson teaches a handle (14) on the exterior edge of his trim. 

Regarding Claims 7 & 25 

Robins teaches an area for storage purposes (tray) in the side of his base 
(see figures 2-4). 

Regarding Claims 8 & 24 

Richardson teaches a hinge (30) which facilitates rotation. Although 
Richardson's' mechanism fails to explicitly teach a spring-loaded button, his 
device lends to the rotatable attachment of his portions (support member). 
Further applicant fails to demonstrate the criticality of button verses, any other 
which serves the same purpose. 
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Regarding Claim 1 1 

Richardson teaches the use of a white board (see abstract). 



Regarding claims 15 & 19 

Richardson teaches a variety of surface embodiments and various 
types of materials (col. 7, lines 46-49). 



Regarding claim 27 

Richardson teaches a means for mounting his base to his stand (see 
figures 6-7). 

2. Claims 10, 12, 20 & 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Richardson (424) as applied to claims 1 & 21 and 
further in view of Robins (334). 



Regarding Claims 10. 12. 20 & 22 

Richardson fails to explicitly teach the type of material for his base and 
trim. Robins discloses a Turn And Tilt Easel. He teaches that his easel may be. 
assembled using glue, nails or screws (see col. 1 , lines 40-46). Inherentin this 
teaching is the use of materials like metal wood and plastic. It would have been 
obvious to modify Richardson to include similar materials to add variety to his 
design and production costs. . ^ c h,k&S afT**-*^ 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/10/06 have been fully considered. Applicant's 
arguments are moot in view of the action presented herein. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and are cited to show the state of art with respect to features of 
the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dolores R. Collins whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4421. The examiner can normally be reached on 8.00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eugene Kim can be reached on (571) 272-4463. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



